
Distinguished Members of the Public Health Committee:  

My name is Richard Souza.  I am from East Hartford.   I am testifying today, March 28, 2022, in 
opposition to:

S.B. No. 477 AN ACT CONCERNING THE PUBLIC HEALTH OF RESIDENTS OF THE STATE

OPPOSE: S.B. No. 477 AN ACT CONCERNING THE PUBLIC HEALTH OF RESIDENTS OF 
THE STATE

It really makes people lose faith in their government when democrats in our state legislature 
bury another part of their gun control agenda in what is supposed to be a public health bill and hope 
that the public is too busy or too ignorant to notice.

Sec. 7. of this bill will “establish a Commission on Gun Violence Intervention and Prevention to
coordinate the funding and implementation of evidence-based, evidenced-informed, community-centric
gun programs and strategies to reduce community gun violence in the state. The commission shall be 
part of the Legislative Department.” 

But who will comprise this twenty one member commission?   From this bill, I see that anti-
Second Amendment organizations that have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars lobbying for gun 
control in Connecticut, such as Connecticut Against Gun Violence and Mothers United Against Gun 
Violence, will have representatives on this committee.  How come you did not ask for members of the 
National Rifle Association (NRA), Gun Owners of America (GOA) or Jews For The Preservation Of 
Firearms Ownership (JPFO) to be on this committee?  Theses groups have compiled a tremendous 
amount of data regarding criminals who have committed violence using firearms.  Wouldn’t that 
balance the other voices on the committee?  The fact that none of these organizations will be asked to 
participate makes it clear that the intent of this bill is to form a committee to only return rubber-
stamped “evidence” as feed-stock for new legislative bills that advance this democrat-controlled state 
government’s continued gun control agenda.

Additionally, the bill allows for members on the committee to also be members of the General 
Assembly.  That means that an anti-Second Amendment legislator can have an appointment on the 
committee recommending “evidence” that supports more gun control laws in Connecticut.  So much 
for an impartial and objective viewpoint.  

Furthermore, this bill also wants to “establish and implement a grant program, and award grants
and offer guidance to organizations or other entities working toward reducing community gun violence 
in the state (line 323).”  What will be the criteria for determining which organizations or “other 
entities” receive taxpayers’ money? 

Finally, this bill also allows the commission to “accept any gift, donation or bequest for the 
purpose of performing their duties (line 329).”  One can only guess what types of lobbying groups will 
be making gifts and donations to the commission.


